🌎 Recipe for Creating a Peace Path
A Legacy Project for Schools
Recipe Name: Building a Peace Path
Prep Time: 4–8 Weeks
Build Time: 1–2 Days
Serves: Every student who uses the path

🧺 Ingredients
· One enthusiastic school administration
· Rotary Club partnership
· Interact Club student leaders
· Student artists and volunteers
· Concrete stepping stones or painted footprints
· Exterior paint or stencils
· Inspirational peace and kindness quotes
· A Peace Pole (optional but recommended)
· Garden or campus walkway
· Parents and community volunteers
· Plenty of creativity

👩‍🍳 Directions
Step 1 – Dream Together
Invite the principal, teachers, Rotary members, and Interact students to imagine a permanent place where students can slow down, reflect, and choose kindness.

Step 2 – Choose the Path
Select an existing sidewalk, garden path, or campus walkway that students use every day.

Step 3 – Design the Experience
Allow Interact students to lead brainstorming sessions.
Choose:
· Peace quotes
· Reflection questions
· Acts of kindness
· School values
· Artwork
· Footprints
· Colors

Step 4 – Involve Every Grade
Each grade level creates one section of the path.
Examples:
Kindergarten
❤️ What makes a good friend?
2nd Grade
🌼 Say something kind today.
5th Grade
🌍 How can you make peace?
Middle School
🤝 Include someone sitting alone.
High School / Interact
💙 What legacy will you leave?

Step 5 – Create the Path
Students paint:
· Footprints
· Peace symbols
· Kindness messages
· Reflection prompts
· Inspirational artwork
Each section becomes a student’s gift to future classes.

Step 6 – Connect It to the Peace Pole
End the path at the Peace Pole or Peace Garden.
Install benches if possible.
Add flowers and landscaping.
Create a peaceful gathering space for reflection.

Step 7 – Celebrate
Hold a community dedication.
Invite:
· Families
· Rotary
· Interact
· School Board
· City leaders
· Local media
Have students explain what each section represents.

Step 8 – Keep Growing
Every year a graduating class or new Interact members add:
· One new stepping stone
· One new kindness quote
· One new peace message
· One act of service
The Peace Path continues to grow with every class.

👨‍🍳 Chef’s Tips
⭐ Let students design almost everything.
⭐ Include many languages spoken in your school.
⭐ Connect lessons to Rotary’s Seven Areas of Focus and the UN Sustainable Development Goals where appropriate.
⭐ Add QR codes that link to student-created videos about peace and kindness.
⭐ Encourage art, leadership, and English classes to contribute.
⭐ Create an annual “Peace Walk” during Peace Week or World Understanding Month.

❤️ Best Served With
· Student Leadership
· Kindness
· Service Above Self
· Inclusion
· Creativity
· Community Pride
· Hope

⭐ Secret Ingredient
Students who believe they can make their school—and the world—a little more peaceful every day.

An Interactive Version
Looking at your example photo, I’d make it even more engaging by having the footprints guide students through a series of choices.
Yellow Footprints — “Walk Forward”
· Think before you speak.
· Listen first.
· Include someone new.
· Choose kindness.
Blue Footprints — “Pause & Reflect”
· How are you feeling today?
· Who needs encouragement?
· What can you do to help?
· What does peace look like?

The path would naturally lead to the Peace Pole (optional) , where students could gather for reflection, Interact meetings, peace activities, or Good Character Award ceremonies.
I think this could become one of Rotary Brentwood’s signature youth projects because it combines student leadership, art, service, character education, and Rotary’s commitment to peace into a lasting installation that every student experiences throughout the school year.


 

